March 13, 2014

Thank you to all the brave men and
women of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Police Department who face diverse
difficult challenges, even placing their
lives on the line to serve us each day.

———

CONGRESSIONAL DIGITAL DAY OF
ACTION

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise on
behalf of the millions of women who
now have access to essential preventive
health services, including birth con-
trol, without financial barriers.

Nearly every American woman will
choose to use birth control at some
time in her life. It helps women plan
for the time they are healthy enough
and financially ready to start a family.
That is better for her and for her fam-
ily.

That is why the Institute of Medicine
deemed it an essential preventive
health service for women. Women
across the Nation support it being
available to them with no copay.

Now, some women have found that
their bosses think they know better
than they do, that their CEO has more
at stake in her health care decisions
than her doctor. This is not right.
Every woman has the right to be in
charge of her body and her health. Sug-
gesting otherwise is offensive, out of
touch, and out of bounds.

—————

KEYSTONE XL

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to voice my support for the ap-
proval of the Keystone XL pipeline.

As many Americans know, this pipe-
line will provide an immediate boost to
our economy and strengthen national
security. That is important. Ask the
Ukrainians. This pipeline will create
over 40,000 jobs, foster a more energy
independent North America, bolster
our Nation’s weakened infrastructure
system, contribute approximately $3.4
billion to our GDP, and generate need-
ed tax revenues in several States.

After a thorough review of the pipe-
line proposal, the State Department
determined it would have no signifi-
cant negative environmental impact.

The Department’s inspector general
also concluded that the pipeline’s envi-
ronmental impact study was sound.
This is the latest in a slew of reports
rejecting the administration’s excuses
on Keystone.

Mr. Speaker, this President has
vowed that this will be a year of ac-
tion. House Republicans urge him to
act. He should immediately approve
the Keystone XL pipeline and put
Americans back to work.

I am RANDY WEBER, and there you
have it.
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INSURANCE-COVERED
CONTRACEPTION

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
bring attention to the congressional
digital day of action on the Hobby
Lobby Supreme Court case. Thanks to
the Affordable Care Act, 27 million
women have access to insurance-cov-
ered contraceptives. Nearly 2 million of
those women come from my home
State of Texas.

Unfortunately, Hobby Lobby, the
largest importer in my district, asserts
that employers should control the
choices of women to have access to
contraception and preventive care.
However, 70 percent of Americans dis-
agree with that heinous assertion.

While individuals have their own re-
ligious beliefs and consciences, busi-
nesses that employ thousands of hard-
working Americans do not. The impli-
cation that a boss could potentially de-
cide what health care treatments any
employee can receive are more far-
reaching than just contraceptive care.

What can be next? An employer deny-
ing coverage of routine immunizations
or vaccinations because of religious be-
lief?

It is offensive that an employer be-
lieves they have the right to make
these personal decisions for their em-
ployees. I urge my colleagues to stand
up and fight against this discrimina-
tory action taken by Hobby Lobby.

———————

THE IMPERIAL PRESIDENCY

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, a head-
line in today’s Roll Call reads:

White House, Democrats cry foul
over GOP push to enforce immigration
and other laws.

Really? The Constitution is clear
about how our government is supposed
to work. Congress makes the laws; the
President enforces them. President
Obama should know that, since he used
to lecture about constitutional law.

The President isn’t the first to
stretch the bounds of executive author-
ity, but the proper constitutional lim-
its on the President’s power are long in
this administration’s rearview mirror.
He has disregarded laws that he dis-
agrees with, even when they are his
own.

The American people are demanding
respect for the rule of law. They want
our system of checks and balances re-
stored so that their government re-
flects the will of all, not just one. That
is why we passed the ENFORCE the
Law Act yesterday, and that is why we
will continue to demand the President
do his job, not ours.

H2373

FALLING UNEMPLOYMENT AND
FAIR PAY

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to highlight an issue impacting
constituents in my district and all
across the Nation. Recently, statistics
were published lauding Texas’ falling
unemployment rate. Articles say that
Texans are finding good jobs.

I want to rise today to speak on be-
half of those that have a hard time
making it each month. Many of these
so-called good paying jobs, after work-
ing 40 hours a week, pay about $15,000 a
year. Sometimes these hardworking
Americans have to work two or three
jobs just to make it at the end of the
month.

Mr. Speaker, the truth is that Texas
families are hurting and struggling
every day just to put food on the table
and to put clothes on their kids’ backs.

I was talking to a lady at Luby’s just
the other day that asked me, What are
we going to do about the minimum
wage? We need to vote on the minimum
wage—H.R. 1010, that would raise the
minimum wage and bring over 5 mil-
lion Americans out of poverty.

I have signed the discharge petition
and urge you to bring this bill up for a
vote.

————

REMEMBERING PHILIP WOOD

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, last
weekend 239 passengers on a Malaysian
airplane were lost. As of this morning,
I don’t think we yet know their fate.
According to the Fort Worth Star-Tele-
gram, one of those residents used to
call Keller, Texas, home. I want to
share with the body what his family
had put out as a public statement:

Philip Wood was a man of God, a man of
honor and integrity. His word was gold. In-
credibly generous, creative, and intelligent,
Phil cared about people, his family, and
above all, Christ. Though our hearts are
hurting, we know so many families around
the world are affected, just as much as us, by
this terrible tragedy. We ask for your pray-
ers, not only for ourselves but for all in-
volved during this difficult time.

As a family, we are sticking together
through Christ to get through this. Thank
you for your understanding.

Words I think we can all take to
heart while we ponder the fate of those
individuals lost on that plane.

———

EXTENDING EMERGENCY
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

(Mr. JOHNSON OF GEORGIA asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today with a heavy heart. I
ran for Congress to help people. It is
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